216      First Use of Aircraft in War
balloon with bomb was liberated after timing the fuse. By this means bombs fell in the town (one in the market-place) with great moral effect.
1859. Lieutenant Godard (French) ascended in Montgoln&res at Milan and Castiglione. In the latter ascent he detected some important movements of the enemy.
1861.    Lowe (U.S.A. Civil War) made a free ascent after a defeat
near Manasses, and discovered position of victorious Confederates, showing the falseness of a report that their army was making a general forward movement.
1862.    A balloon division reconnoitred for MacClellan's army
(U.S.A. Civil War). Ascents and descents under heavy artillery fire in various engagements.
May 4. A balloon showed that Confederate General Magruder had left his position during the night.
May 24. General Stoneman ascended, and, from the balloon, directed artillery fire (the first instance of the kind).
May 29. Important work by balloons at Chika-homing, and later at Fair Oaks and Richmond, where a balloon was attached to a locomotive and moved from place to place.
August 16. Discovery by a balloon .of the fleet under Wilkes in the James River.
1869.    During siege of the Duke v. Aidzu's fort at Wakamatzu
by the Japanese Imperial troops, besieged sent up a kite with a man who dropped explosives.
1870.    Siege   of   Paris.    Between   September   23,    1870,   and
January 28, 1871, sixty-five balloons, carrying 164 persons, 381 carrier-pigeons, 5 dogs, and 10,675 kilogrammes of post material, got out of Paris.
Two  German  balloon  detachments,   with  balloons purchased from England, attached to the army before Strassburg.    One ascent was made on September 24. 1876.    Small captive balloons were used in war by Japan.
1884.    A French balloon section of four balloons saw service
in Tonkin, and were used in the battle of Hong-Hoa.
1885.    Major   Elsdale   in   command   of   balloons   accompanied
Sir C. Warren's expedition to Bechuanaland. Many ascents were made.
A balloon detachment was sent to the Soudan under Major Templer and Lieutenant Mackenzie. The hydrogen was sent from Chatham compressed in cylinders. Ascents were made during the march to Tamai. A German military critic said of this work : " Practical application of ballooning left nothing to be desired."
1888. Italian army used balloons successfully in Abyssinian operations.